HARPER’S ENCYCLOPADIA
of
UNITED STATES HISTORY

From 458 a.p. To 1902

BASED UPON THE PLAN OF

BENSON JOHN LOSSING, LL.D.

SOMETIME EDITOR OF ‘“*THE AMERICAN HISTORICAL RECORD" AND AUTHOR OF
‘“ THE PICTORIAL FIELD-BOOK OF THE REVOLUTION " ** THE PICTORIAL FIELD-
BOOK OF THE WAR OF 1812" ETC,, ETC., ETC.

WITH SPECIAL CONTRIBUTIONS COVERING EVERY PHASE OF AMERICAN HISTORY AND
DEVELOPMENT BY EMINENT AUTHORITIES, INCLUDING

JOHN FISKE.

THE AMERICAN HISTORIAN
WM. R. HARPER, Ph.D,, LL.D,, D.D.

PRESIDENT OF THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO

ALBERT BUSHNELL HART, Ph.D.

FROF. OF HISTORY AT HARVARD

JOHN B. MOORE.

PROF, OF INTERNATIONAL LAW AT COLUMEIA

JOHN FRYER, A.M., LL.D.

FPROF, OF LITERATURE AT UNIV. OF CALIFORNIA

WILLIAM T. HARRIS, Ph.D,, LL.D.

U. 8. COMMISSIONER OF EDUCATION

WOODROW WILSON, Ph.D., LL.D.

PROF, OF JURISPRUDENCE AT PRINCETON

GOLDWIN SMITH, D.C.L., LL.D.

PROF. OF HISTORY UNIV. OF TORONTO

MOSES COIT TYLER, LL.D.
PROF. OF HISTORY A1 CORNELL

EDWARD G. BOURNE, Ph.D.

PROF. OF HISTORY AT YALE
R. ]. H. GOTTHEIL, Ph.D.

FPROF. OF SEMITIC LANGUAGES AT COLUMBEBIA

ALFRED T. MAHAN, D.C.L, LL.D.

CAPTAIN UNITED STATES NAVY (Retiredy

ETC., ETC., ETC., ETC.

WITH A PREFACE ON THE STUDY OF AMERICAN HISTORY BY

WOODROW WILSON, Pu.D., LL.D.

PRESIDENT OF PRINCETON UNIVERSITY
AUTHOR OF
‘““A HISTORY OF THE AMERICAN PEOPLE” ETC., EIC.

WITH ORIGINAL DOCUMENTS, PORTRAITS, MAPS, PLANS, &.
¢ OMPLETE IN TEN VOLUMES
YOL. I

HARPER & BROTHERS PUBLISHERS

NEW YORK -

1902 -

LONDON






JEFFERSON DAVIS.






DAVIS, JEFFERSON

Davis, Jerrersow, statesman; born in
Christian county, Ky., June 3, 1808;
graduated at West Point in 1828; served
as lieutenant in the Brack Hawr War
(g. ».) in 1831-32, and resigned in 1835
to become a cotton-planter in Mississippi.
He was a member of Congress in 1845—46,
and served as colonel of a Mississippi regi-
ment in the war with Mexico. He was
United States Senator from 1847 to 1851,
and from 1857 to 1861. He was called to
the cabinet of President Pierce as Secre-
tary of War in 1853, and remained four
years. He resigned his seat in the Senate
in January, 1861, and was chosen pro-
visional President of the Southern Con-
federacy in February. In November, 1861,
hé was elected permanent President for six
vears. Early in April, 1865, he and his
associates in the government fled from
Richmond, first to Danville, Va., and then
towards the Gulf of Mexico. He was ar-
rested in Georgia, taken to Fort Monroe,
and confined on a charge of treason for
about two years, when he was released on
bail, Horace Greeley’s name heading the
list of bondsmen for $100,000. He was
never tried. He published The Rise and
Fall of the Confederate Government
{1881). He died in New Orleans, La.,
Dee. G, 1889.

Mr. Davis was at his home, not far
from Vicksburg, when apprised of his
election as President of the Confederacy
formed at Montgomery, February, 1861.
Tle hastened to that city, and his journey

was a continuous ovation. He made
twenty-five speeches on the way. Mem-
bers of the convention and the authorities
of Montgomery met him eight miles from
the ecity. He arrived at the Alabama
capital at eight o’clock at night. Can-
non thundered a weleome, and the shouts
of a multitude greeted him. Formally re-
ceived at the railway station, he made a
speech, in which he briefly reviewed the
position of the South, and said the time
for compromises had passed. “We are
now determined,” he said, “to maintain
our position, and make all who oppose us
smell Southern powder and feel Southern
steel. . . . We will maintain our rights
and our government at all hazards.
We ask nothing—we want nothing—and
we will have no complications. If the
other States join our Confederacy, they
can freely come in on our terms. Our
separation from the Union iz complete,
and no compromise, no reconstruction,
can now be entertained.” The inaugural
ceremonies took place at noon, Feb. 18, on
a platform erected in front of the portico
of the State-house. Davis and the Vice-
President elect, ALEXaxpER H. STEPHENS
(q. ».), with Rev. Dr. Marly, rode in
an open barouche from the Exchange
Hotel to the eapitol, followed by a multi-
tude of State officials and eitizens. The
oath of office was administered to Davis
by Howell Cobb, president of the Con-
gress, at the close of his inaugural ad-
dress. In the evening President Davis held
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a .le\_ree at Estelle Hall, and the city was
brilliantly lighted up by bonfires and
li_iuminations. President Davis chose for
h!g constitutional advisers a cabinet com-
Prising Robert Toombs, of Georgia, Sec-
retary of State; Charles G. Memminger,
of  South Carolina, Secretary of the
Treasury; Le Roy Pope Walker, of Ala-
bama, Seeretary of War; Stephen R.
Bga"m’}’; of Tlorida, Secretary of the
Navy, and John H. Reagan, of Texas,
Postmu._ster-General. Afterwards, Judah

- Benjamin was made Attorney-General.

Two days after President Lincoln’s call

for troops, President Davis issued a procla-
mation, in the preamble of which he said
the President of the United States had
“ announced the intention of invading the
Confederacy with an armed force for the
purpose of capturing its fortresses, and
thereby subverting its independence, and
subjecting the free people thereof to the
dominion of a foreign power.” He said
it was the duty of his government to re-
pel this threatened invasion, and “ defend
the rights and liberties of the people by
all the means which the laws of nations
and usages of civilized warfare placed at
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its disposal.” He invited the people of
the Confederacy to engage in privateering,
and he exhorted those who had “felt the
wrongs of the past”™ from those whose
enmity was “more implacable, because
unprovoked,” to exert themselves in pre-
serving order and maintaining the author-
ity of the Confederate laws. This procla-
mation was met by President Lincoln by
a public notice that he should imme-
diately order a blockade of all the South-
ern ports elaimed as belonging to the Con-
federacy; and also that if any person,
under the pretended authority of such
States, or under any other pretence,
should molest a vessel of the United
States, or the person or cargo on board
of her, such person would be held amen-
able to the laws of the United States for
the prevention and punishment of piracy.
With this opposing proclamation the
great Civil War was actively begun.

In April, 1865, Mr. Davis’s wife and
children, and his wife’s sister, had
accompanied him from Danville to

Washington, Ga., where, for prudential
reasons, the father separated from the
others. He soon learned that some Con-
federate soldiers, believing that the treas-

JEFFERSON DAVIS'S HOME IN RICHMOND.

ure that was carried away from Rich-
mond was with Mrs. Davis, had formed
a plot to seize all her trunks in search
of it. He hastened to the rescue of his

family and property, riding rapidly 18
miles. They were near Irwinsville, south
of Macon, Ga. The tents were pitched at
night, and the wearied omes retired to
rest, intending to resume their flight in
the morning. General Wilson, at Macon,
hearing of Davis's flight towards the Gulf,
had sent out Michigan and Wisconsin
cavalry, whose vigilance was quickened
by the offered reward of $100,000 for the
arrest of the fugitive. Simultaneously,
from opposite points, these two parties
approached the camp of Davis and his lit-
tle party just at dawn, May 11, 1865.
Mistaking each other for foes, they ex-
changed shots with such precision that
two men were killed and several wounded
before the error was discovered. The
sleepers were aroused. The camp was
surrounded, and Davis, while attemptling
to escape in disguise, was captured and
conveyed to General Wilson’s head-
quarters. Davis had slept in a wrapper,
and when aroused hastily pulled on his
boots and went to the tent-door. He ob-
served the National cavalry. * Then you
are captured?”’ exclaimed his wife. In
an instant she fastened the wrapper
around him before he was aware, and
then, bidding him
adieu, urged him
to go to a spring
near by, where his
horse and arms
were. He complied,
and as he was
leaving the tent-
door, followed by
a servant with a
water - bucket, his
sister-in-law flung
a shawl over his
head. Tt was in
this disgnise that
he was captured.
, Such is the story
as told by C. E. L.
Stuart, of Davis’s
staff. The Confed-
erate President
was taken to Fort
Monroe by way of
Savannah and the sea. Reagan, who was
captured with Davis, and Alexander H.
Stephens were sent to Fort Warren, in
Boston Harbor.
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Inaugural Address—The following is
the text of the inaugural address, deliv-
ered at Montgomery, Ala., Feb. 18, 1861:

CGentlemen of the Congress of the Con-
federate States of America, Friends, and
Fellow-Citizens,—Called to the difficult
and responsible station of chief executive
of the provisional government which you
have instituted, I approach the discharge
of the duties assigned me with an humble
distrust of my abilities, but with a sus-
taining confidence in the wisdom of those
who are to guide and aid me in the ad-
ministration of publie affairs, and an
abiding faith in the virtue and patriotism
of the people. Looking forward to the
speedy establishment of a permanent gov-
ernment to take the place of this, and
which by its greater moral and physical
power will be better able to combat with
the many difficulties which arise from the
conflicting interests of separate nations,
I enter upon the duties of the ffice to
which I have been chosen with the hope
that the beginning of our career as a
confederacy may not be obstructed by
hostile opposition to our enjoyment of
the separate existence and independence
which we have asserted, and which, with
the blessing of Providence, we intend to
maintain,

Our present condition, achieved in a
manner unprecedented in the history of
nations, illustrates the American idea
that governments rest upon the consent
of the governed, and that it is the right
of the people to alter and abolish govern-
ments whenever they become destructive
to the ends for which they were estab-
lished. The declared compact of the
Union from which we have withdrawn
was to establish justice, insure domestie
tranquillity, provide for the common de-
fence, promote the general welfare, and
secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves
and our posterity; and when, in the judg-
ment of the sovereign States now com-
posing this Confederacy, it has been per-
verted from the purposes for which it was
ordained, and ceased to answer the ends
for which it was established, a peaceful
appeal to the ballot-box declared that, as
far as they were concerned, the govern-
ment ereated by that compaet should
cease to exist. In this they merely as-

serted the right whieh the Declaration of
Independence of 1776 defined to be in-
alienable. Of the time and occasion of
its exercise they as sovereigns were the
final judges, each for himself. The im-
partial, enlightened verdict of mankind
will vindicate the rectitude of our con-
duct; and He who knows the hearts of
men will judge of the sincerity with which
we labored to preserve the government of
our fathers in its spirit.

The right solemnly proclaimed at the
birth of the States, and which has been
affirmed and reaffirmed in the bills of
rights of the States subsequently ad-
mitted into the Union of 1789, undeniably
recognizes in the people the power to re-
sume the authority delegated for the pur-
poses of government. Thus the sovereign
States here represented proceeded to
form this Confederacy, and it is by the
abuse of language that their act has been
denominated revolution. They formed a
new alliance, but within each State its
government has remained. The rights of
person and property have not been dis-
turbed. The agent through whom they
communicated with foreign nations is
changed, but this does not necessarily in-
terrupt  their international relations.
Sustained by the consciousness that the
transition from the former Union to the
present Confederacy has not proceeded
from a disregard on our part of our just
obligations or any failure to perform
every eonstitutional duty, moved by no
interest or passion to invade the rights
of others, anxious to cultivate peace and
commerce with all nations, if we may not
hope to avoid war, we may at least ex-
pect that posterity will aequit us of hav-
ing needlessly engaged in it. Doubly
Justified by the absence of wrong on our
part, and by wanton aggression on the
part of others, there can be no cause to
doubt the courage and patriotism of the
people of the Confederate States will be
found equal to any measures of defence
which soon their security may require.

An agricultural people, whose chief in-
terest is the export of a commodity re-
quired in every manufacturing country,
our true policy is peace, and the freest
trade which our necessities will permit.
It is alike our interest, and that of all
those to whom we would sell and from
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whom we would buy, that there should
be the fewest practicable restrictions upon
the interchange of commodities. There
can be Dbut little rivalry between ours
and any manufacturing or navigating
community, such as the Northeastern
States of the American Union. It must
follow, therefore, that mutunal interest
would invite good-will and kind offices.
If, however, passion or lust of dominion
should cloud the judgment or inflame the
ambition of those States, we must pre-
pare to meet the emergency and maintain
by the final arbitrament of the sword
the position which we have assumed
among the nations of the earth.

We have entered upon a career of inde-
pendence, and it must be inflexibly pur-
sued through many years of controversy
with our late associates of the Northern
States. We have vainly endeavored to
secure tranquillity and obtain respect for
the rights to which we are entitled. As
a necessity, not a choice, we have re-
sorted to the remedy of separation, and
henceforth our energies must be directed
to the conduct of our own affairs, and the
perpetuity of the Confederacy which we
have formed. If a just perception of mu-
tual interest shall permit us peaceably to
pursue our separate political career, my
most earnest desire will have been ful-
filled. But if this be denied us, and the
integrity of our territory and jurisdiction
be assailed, it will but remain for us
with firm resolve to appeal to arms and
invoke the blessing of Providence on a just
eause.

As a consequence of our new condition,
and with a view fo meet anticipated
wants, it will be necessary to provide a
speedy and efficient organization of the
branches of the executive department hav-
ing special charge of foreign intercourse,
finance, military affairs, and postal ser-
vice. For purposes of defence the Con-
federate States may, under the ordinary
circumstances, rely mainly upon their
militia; but it is deemed advisable in the
present condition of affairs that there
should be a well-instrueted, disciplined
army, more numerous than would usually
be required on a peace establishment. I
also suggest that, for the protection of
our harbors and commerce on the high
seas, a navy adapted to those objects will

be required. These necessities have, doubt-
less, engaged the attention of Congress.

With a constitution differing only from
that of our fathers in so far as it is ex-
planatory of their well-known intent,
freed from sectional conflicts, which have
interfered with the pursuit of the general
welfare, it is not unreasonable to ex-
pect that the States from which we have
recently parted may seek to unite their
fortunes to ours, under the government
which we have instituted. For this your
constitution makes adequate provision,
but beyond this, if I mistake not, the judg-
ment and will of the people are, that
union with the States from which they
have separated is neither practicable nor
desirable. To increase the power, de-
velop the resources, and promote the hap-
piness of the Confederacy, it is requisite
there should be so much homogeneity that
the welfare of every portion would be the
aim of the whole. Where this does not
exist, antagonisms are engendered which
must and should result in separation.

Actuated solely by a desire to preserve
our own rights, and to promote our own
welfare, the separation of the Confeder-
ate States has been marked by no ag-
gression upon others, and followed by no
domestic convulsion. Our industrial pur-
suits have received no check, the cultiva-
tion of our fields progresses as hereto-
fore, and even should we be invelved in
war, there would be no considerable dimi-
nution in the production of the staples
which have constituted our exports, in
which the commercial world has an in-
terest scarcely less than our own. This
common interest of producer and con-
sumer can only be intercepted by an ex-
terior force which should obstruet its
transmission to foreign markets, a course
of econduct which would be detrimental to
manufacturing and commercial interests
abroad.

Should reason guide the action of the
government from which we have sepa-
rated, a policy so detrimental to the civ-
ilized world, the Northern States included,
could not be dictated by even a stronger
desire to inflict injury upon us; but if it
be otherwise, a terrible responsibility will
rest upon it, and the suffering of miljions
will bear testimony to the folly and wick-
edness of our aggressors. In the mean
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time there will remain to us, besides the
ordinary remedies before suggested, the
well-known resources for retaliation upon
the eommerce of an enemy.

Experience in public stations of a
subordinate grade to this which your kind-
ness had conferred has faught me that
care and toil and disappointments are the
price of official elevation. You will see
many errors to forgive, many deficiencies
to tolerate, but you shall not find in me
either want of zeal or fidelity to the
cause that is to me the highest in hope
and of most enduring affection. Your
generosity has bestowed upon me an un-
deserved distinetion, one which I neither
sought nor desired. Upon the continu-
ance of that sentiment, and upon your
wisdom and patriotism, I rely to direct
and support me in the performance of the
duties required at my hands.

We have changed the constituent parts
but not the system of our government.
The Constitution formed by our fathers
is that of these Confederate States. In
their exposition of it, and in the judicial
construction it has received, we have a
light which reveals its true meaning. Thus
instructed as to the just interpretation
of that instrument, and ever remembering
that all offices are but trusts held for the
people, and that delegated powers are
to be strictly construed, T will hope by
due diligence in the performance of my
duties, though I may disappoint your ex-
pectation, vet to retain, when retiring,
something of the good-will and confidence
which will welcome my entrance into
office,

.It is joyous in the midst of perilous
times to look around upon a people united
in heart, when one purpose of high resolve
ammates and actuates the whole, where
the sacrifices to be made are mot weighed
in the balance, against honor, right, lib-
erty, and equality. Obstacles may re-
tard, but they cannot long prevent the
Progress of a movement sanctioned by
its justice and sustained by a virtuous
people, Reverently let us invoke the God
of our fathers to guide and protect us
I our efforts to perpetuate the prinei-
Ples ?\'hl’c.fl by His blessing they were able
to Vindicate, establish, and transmit to
Htfe“' posterity; and with a continuance
°of His favor, ever gratefully acknowl-

edged, we may hopefully look forward to
success, to peace, to prosperity.

Davis, JerrErson C., military officer;
born in Clarke county, Ind., March 2,
1828; served in the war with Mexico;
was made lieutenant in 18532; and was
cne of the garrison of Fort Sumter dur-
ing the bombardment in April, 1861. The
same year he was made captain, and be-
came colonel of an Indiana regiment of
volunteers. 1In December he was pro-
moted to brigadier-general of volunteers,
and commanded a division in the battle
of Pea Ridge early in 1862. He partici-

JEFFERSON C. DAVIS,

pated in the battle of Corinth in 1862;
commanded a division in the battles of
Stone River, Murfreesboro, and Chicka-
mauga in 1862-63; and in 1864 com-
manded the 14th Army Corps in the At-
lanta campaign and in the March through
Georgia and the Carolinas. He was
brevetted major-general in 1865, and the
next year was commissioned colonel of
the 23d Infantry. He was afterwards on
the Pacific coast; commanded troops in
Alaska; and also commanded the forces
that subdued the Modoes, after the murder
of GEN. Epwarp R. 8. Caxsy (q. v.), in
1873. He died in Chicago, Ill., Nov. 30,
1879.

Davis, Jonw, jurist; born in Plymouth,
Mass., Jan. 25, 1761; graduated at Har-
vard College in 1781; admitted to the
bar and began practice at Plymouth in
1786. He wag the last surviving member
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